Court Attendance Checklist

This document is for child welfare professionals who prepare youth for their court hearings (GAL’s, attorneys, social workers, etc.). The judicial officer should ask the child welfare professional whether these items were completed. 

In hearings where the youth will be present consider the following in preparation for the youth’s presence:
· What arrangements have been made to prepare the youth for the court hearing?

· Age appropriate description of the court process.

· Description of the type of hearing that will be conducted.

· What the judge and other attorneys are likely to ask.

· What will be discussed?
· Preparation to ask and answer questions.

· How to dress and act.
· What arrangements have been made to counsel child after the court hearing (child’s attorney, social worker, therapist, foster parent)?
· Have arrangements been made with the school to ensure the youth will not miss any school work while attending the hearing?

· Can the youth bring school work to the hearing?

· Does the youth have concerns about missing school and what can be done to accommodate those concerns?
· Who will transport the youth?
· Does the youth want to speak with the judge privately
· Is there a support person available to accompany the youth to court?
· Are there safety issues with the youth and any other person expected to be in court?
· Has enough time been allotted to accommodate the youth’s presence?
· Have agency and service provider reports been submitted timely to prepare the judge to interact with the youth?
· Does the youth want to submit a statement in writing?

