Statutory References to Participation by Child - Chapter 39
	Cite 
	Topic
	Reference to Participation by Child

	39.01(50)
	Definitions - party status
	"Party" means the parent or parents of the child, the petitioner, the department, the guardian ad litem or the representative of the guardian ad litem program when the program has been appointed, and the child.  The presence of the child may be excused by order of the court when presence would not be in the child's best interest.  Notice to the child may be excused by order of the court when the age, capacity, or other condition of the child is such that notice would be meaningless or detrimental to the child.

	39.013(2)
	Extension of jurisdiction
	If a youth petitions the court at any time before his or her 19th birthday requesting the court's continued jurisdiction, the juvenile court may retain jurisdiction under this chapter for a period not to exceed 1 year following the youth's 18th birthday . . . .

	39.0132(3)
	Inspection of records
	All records shall be inspected only upon order of the court by persons deemed by the court to have a proper interest therein, except that, subject to the provisions of s. 63.162, a child and the parents of the child and their attorneys, guardian ad litem, law enforcement agencies, and the department and its designees shall always have the right to inspect and copy any official record pertaining to the child.

	39.301(18)
	Interview of child
	In a child protective investigation or a criminal investigation, when the initial interview with the child is conducted at school, the department or the law enforcement agency may allow, notwithstanding the provisions of s. 39.0132(4), a school staff member who is known by the child to be present during the initial interview if:  (b) The child requests or consents to the presence of the school staff member at the interview.

	39.407(6)(e)
	Residential mental health treatment
	Within 10 days after the admission of a child to a residential treatment program, the director of the residential treatment program or the director's designee must ensure that an individualized plan of treatment has been prepared by the program and has been explained to the child, to the department, and to the guardian ad litem, and submitted to the department. The child must be involved in the preparation of the plan to the maximum feasible extent consistent with his or her ability to understand and participate, and the guardian ad litem and the child's foster parents must be involved to the maximum extent consistent with the child's treatment needs. . . . A copy of the plan must be provided to the child, to the guardian ad litem, and to the department. 

	39.4085
	Legislative intent and goals for dependent children
	(12) to be involved and incorporated, where appropriate, in the development of the case plan, to have a case plan which will address their specific needs, and to object to any of the provisions of the case plan.
(14)  To receive regular communication with a caseworker, at least once a month, which shall include meeting with the child alone and conferring with the shelter or foster caregiver.

(19)  To be heard by the court, if appropriate, at all review hearings.

(22)  To organize as a group for purposes of ensuring that they receive the services and living conditions to which they are entitled and to provide support for one another while in the custody of the department.

	39.504(4)
	Injunctions
	The department shall deliver a copy of any injunction issued pursuant to this section to the protected party, or to a parent, caregiver, or individual acting in the place of a parent who is not the respondent.

	39.521
	Case plan
	(1)(a) A written case plan and a predisposition study prepared by an authorized agent of the department must be filed with the court and served upon the parents of the child, provided to the representative of the guardian ad litem program, if the program has been appointed, and provided to all other parties, not less than 72 hours before the disposition hearing.
(2) The predisposition study must provide the court with . . . (e) The reasonable preference of the child, if the court deems the child to be of sufficient intelligence, understanding, and experience to express a preference.

	39.523(1)
	Residential group care
	The assessment procedures shall be conducted by the department or its agent and shall incorporate and address . . . the age, maturity, and desires of the child concerning placement.  

	39.6011
	Case plan
	(1)(a)  The case plan must be developed in a face-to-face conference with the parent of the child, any court-appointed guardian ad litem, and, if appropriate, the child and the temporary custodian of the child.

(3)  The case plan must be signed by all parties, except that the signature of the child may be waived if the child is not of an age or capacity to participate in the case-planning process. . . .  Before signing the case plan, the department shall explain the provisions of the plan to all persons involved in its implementation, including, when appropriate, the child. 

(7)  The case plan must be filed with the court and copies provided to all parties, including the child if appropriate, not less than 3 business days before the disposition hearing.

	39.621
	Permanency
	(3)(b) Before the permanency hearing, the department shall advise the child and the individuals with whom the child will be placed about the availability of more permanent and legally secure placements and what type of financial assistance is associated with each placement.
(5)  The best interest of the child is the primary consideration in determining the permanency goal for the child.  The court must also consider:  (a) The reasonable preference of the child if the court has found the child to be of sufficient intelligence, understanding and experience to express a preference;

(10)  The court shall base its decision concerning any motion by a parent for reunification or increased contact with a child on the effect of the decision on the safety, well-being, and physical and emotional health of the child.  Factors that must be considered and addressed in the findings of fact of the order on the motion must include:  (d) the preferences of the child, if the child is of sufficient age and understanding to express a preference; 

	39.6241(1)(d)
	Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement
	Compelling reasons for such placement may include but are not limited to: 3.  The case of a foster child who is 16 years of age or older who chooses to remain in foster care and the child's foster parents are willing to care for the child until the child reaches 18 years of age.

	39.701
	Judicial reviews
	(2)(a)  The court may dispense with the attendance of the child at the hearing, but may not dispense with the hearing or the presence of other parties to the review unless before the review a hearing is held before a citizen review panel.

(6)(a)  At each review held under this subsection, in addition to any information or report provided to the court, the foster parent, legal custodian, guardian ad litem, and the child shall be given the opportunity to address the court with any information relevant to the child's best interests, particularly as it relates to independent living transition services.  In addition to any information or report provided to the court, the department shall include in its judicial review social study report written verification that the child:  10.  has been encouraged to attend all judicial review hearings occurring after his or her 17th birthday.  

	39.807(2)(b)
	Right to counsel; guardian ad litem
	The guardian ad litem has the following responsibilities:  1.  To investigate the allegations of the petition and any subsequent maters arising in the case and, unless excused by the court, to file a written report.  This report must include a statement of the wishes of the child and the recommendations of the guardian ad litem and must be provided to all parties and the court at least 72 hours before the disposition hearing. 

	39.810
	Manifest best interests of child
	For the purpose of considering the manifest best interests of the child, the court shall consider and evaluate all relevant factors, including, but not limited to:  (10)  The reasonable preferences and wishes of the child, if the court deems the child to be of sufficient intelligence, understanding and experience to express a preference.

	39.815
	Appeals
	Any child, any parent or guardian ad litem of any child, any other party to the proceeding who is affected by an order of the court, or the department may appeal to the appropriate district court of appeal within the time and in the manner prescribed by the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. 


Statutory References to Participation by Child - Section 409.1451
	Cite 
	Topic
	Reference to Participation by Child

	409.1451
	Preparation for Independent Living
	(3)(a)  To support the provision of opportunities for participation in age-appropriate life skills activities, the department shall:  
3. Develop procedures to maximize the authority of foster parents, family foster homes, residential child-caring agencies, or other authorized caregivers to approve participation in age-appropriate activities of children in their care.  The age-appropriate activities and the authority of the foster parent, family foster home, residential child-caring agency or caregiver shall be developed into a written plan that the foster parent, family foster home, residential child-caring agency, or caregiver, the child, and the case manager all develop together, sign and follow.  
6. Make a good faith effort to fully explain, prior to execution of any signature, if required, any document, report, form, or other record, whether written or electronic, presented to a child or young adult pursuant to this chapter and allow for the recipient to ask any appropriate questions necessary to fully understand the document.  
(b) It is further the intent of the Legislature that each child in foster care, his or her foster parents, if applicable, and the department or community-based provider set early achievement and career goals for the child's postsecondary educational and work experience.

1. For children in foster care who have reached 13 years of age, the department or community-based provider shall ensure that the child’s case plan includes an educational and career path based upon both the abilities and interests of each child. The child, the foster parents, and a teacher or other school staff member shall be included to the fullest extent possible in developing the path.

2. In order to assist the child in foster care in achieving his or her chosen goal, the department or community-based provider shall, with the participation of the child and foster parents, identify: 

a. The core courses necessary to qualify for a chosen goal. 

b. Any elective courses which would provide additional help in reaching a chosen goal. 

c. The grade point requirement and any additional information necessary to achieve a specific goal. 

d. A teacher, other school staff member, employee of the department or community-based care provider, or community volunteer who would be willing to work with the child as an academic advocate or mentor if foster parent involvement is insufficient or unavailable.

	409.1451
	Life skills services
	(4)(b)1.  Children receiving these services should also be provided with information related to social security insurance benefits and public assistance.
5.  Information related to both the independent life skills assessment and all staffings, which shall be reduced to writing and signed by the child participant, shall be included as a part of the written report required to be provided to the court at each judicial review held pursuant to s. 39.701. 

	409.1451
	Road to Independence Program
	(5)(b)6.a. The department must advertise the criteria, application procedures, and availability of the program to:  (I) Children and young adults in, leaving, or formerly in foster care.

	409.1451
	Transitional Support Services
	(5)(c)1. The department or community-based care provider shall work with the young adult in developing a joint transition plan that is consistent with a needs assessment identifying the specific need for transitional services to support the young adult’s own efforts.  The young adult must have specific tasks to complete or maintain included in the plan and be accountable for the completion of or making progress towards the completion of these tasks.  If the young adult and the department or community-based care provider cannot come to agreement regarding any part of the plan, the young adult may access a grievance process to its full extent in an effort to resolve the disagreement. 
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