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Deborah is a well-dressed 46 year old Caucasian woman who is here for a psychological assessment. She is trying to obtain temporary custody of her granddaughter until her daughter Jennifer is deemed fit to parent the child again. This woman was oriented X 3, and she was happy to be here today because she fervently wants her granddaughter to return to the home.
Deborah and her husband, David, along with their three children moved to Florida about two years ago because David had visited in Florida and wanted them to move. Deborah thinks this was a great move for them, because in Massachusetts her husband was working too many hours and had little time to spend with the family. Now that they are here in Florida, he works regular hours and she is a stay at home mom.
On July 11th, 2003, Deborah's granddaughter, who had been living with her, was taken from the home. Deborah says that this was because a case-worker (who has since been fired) wrote false allegations about this family regarding abuse of the child, consequently the child was removed. This greatly saddened Deborah and the entire family because the child is now in foster care, and they only get to see her about once every other week for one hour. Deborah used to take Susie everywhere with her and after Susie was taken, everyone asked where her "sidekick" was when she went to the store or the bank. This distressed Deborah so much that she stopped going to these places for a couple of weeks.
I spoke at length to Deborah about why she thinks that Susie belongs with her and her family. Deborah says that she has been the child's care-taker since she has been born and that Susie is greatly loved. On a typical day, Susie gets up at about 6 or 6:30 a.m., has breakfast and immediately wants to go outside to play. She rarely watches TV because she and Deborah spend their time playing outdoors. They go for wagon rides and Susie also loves to shop. Susie has a few playmates in the apartment complex and actually plays better with older children because of her maturity level. She is a very outgoing child and Deborah says that everyone knows Susie. She is a smart little girl and knows her ABC's.
Deborah says that when they go to visit Susie, she runs into their arms and hugs and kisses them, and always asks when she can come home. Deborah does not think that
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Susie is her usual self, however, because she does not have the same energy level she has at home. As well, Susie says that she watch TV a lot"and Deborah thinks this is so because Susie has lost her tanned skin and looks rather pale to them. The entire family visits Susie, although David sometimes must cut his visits short because of work. While Deborah thinks that Susie is being well cared for, she does not believe that Susie is a happy child being away from her family.
Susie has had little contact with her natural father, but Deborah has provided him with many opportunities to talk with Susie and to see her. He lives in Massachusetts and rarely calls or visits. Although he has promised things to Susie without following through, Deborah has made it a point never to "bad mouth" Susie's father. On the last occasion that Susie saw her father, she didn't even know him and ran to her mother instead. Mom had told Susie who he was.
Deborah disciplines Susie by making her take time outs and by taking things away from her that she enjoys playing with. Deborah says that she actually disciplines Susie more than she did her own children, because she thinks her kids used to get away with a lot and she does not want Susie to start manipulative behaviors. Deborah denies hitting Susie when she disciplines her.
Deborah say that she is confident in herself as a parent for Susie because she
sees herself as a stronger and more patient individual especially since they moved to
Florida. Things here are at a slower pace a d much more peaceful than up north. She has
a better relationship with her husband David, and thinks this is a good role model for
Susie.
•       -                           -
According to the enclosed assessment, Deborah denies any symptoms of anxiety or depression. She is somewhat sad at the present time, however, because she does not have her granddaughter at home. She denies any illegal use of drugs and does not drink alcohol. Although she smokes cigarettes, she does this outside for the most p[art so she does not expose Susie to second had smoke.
While Susie's mother, Jennifer, does have a history of physical abuse, this is ot the case with the rest of this family. Jennifer does not live in this household,. But does live close by with her boyfriend. She is to have supervised visits with Susie until or if
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she regains custody of the child. Deborah says that she has always been there for her own children and will always be there for Susie. She has told this to Susie many times and feels that this child is very comfortable and confident within this household. Deborah constantly tells Susie that she is a good girl and praises her when she accomplishes a task or does something that she is asked to do. Deborah thinks that Susie has a good sense of self-esteem.
Deborah says that she has learned that she is very strong woman during this process to get her granddaughter back into their home. She has made phone calls, written letters and vows to continue to fight to have Susie back with her family.
It is my opinion, that this little girl is well loved by this grandmother and the entire family. I believe that she will be safe in this environment and continue to grow and mature into a confident girl. She is well on her way as I listen to Deborah's reports of Susie's outgoing nature and her love for adventure.
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