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Florida Guardian ad Litem
LIVE OAK – In 2016, the Florida
Guardian ad Litem program is celebrating
its 36th year of service.
That’s 36 years of changing lives for
abused and neglected children in the
Florida court system — 36 years of guaranteeing that their voices are heard and
that their wishes are known.
Being the child’s advocate is the sole
interest of Guardian ad Litem. In a world
where children are often seen and not
heard, GAL strives to find and train individuals who are passionate about lifting
up the voice of the child and who will
make the child’s voice heard in the court
on their behalf.
Guardian ad Litem is made up of specially trained volunteers, child welfare
professionals and attorneys who stand for
the child, ensuring the child experiences
as normal a life – a life that is as close to
the child’s wishes as possible – while they
are being sheltered from abuse and neglect.
GAL volunteers — ordinary individuals from the community who care about
children — can have the greatest impact
on the children. Volunteers provide the
children they are assigned to with a consistent, caring presence that the child can
rely on; in a world where the child may
have been let down so many times by
those they love, this can be life changing.
Volunteers also act as mentor, role model,
friend and confidant to their child.
In its first 35 years of service, the Florida Guardian ad Litem program served
more than 200,000 abused and neglected
children in Florida with the help of more
than 30,000 volunteers. As of 2016, there
were 10,000 volunteers advocating for
the children.

Guardian ad Litem currently includes
20 judicial circuits throughout the state of
Florida. The third circuit, covering Columbia, Dixie, Hamilton, Lafayette,
Madison, Suwannee and Taylor counties,
greatly appreciates the approximate 125
volunteers who strive to serve the children who are being sheltered. However,
the needs of approximately 570 plus children in shelter far out weigh the amount
of volunteers currently active in our 3rd
Circuit.
A new computer program is being utilized by GAL, which allows for an improved and easier application and screening process for prospective volunteers.
Training is strongly supported by the
Guardian ad Litem supervisors and trainers as well.
As with most community service organizations, GAL works with many other
organizations to collaborate for the safety
of the children and family ; however, their
uniqueness is their one and only goal of
providing advocacy for the individual
child. By providing this very special service not only does the child feel more in
control of their wants and wishes but our
wonderful volunteers reap the immense
satisfaction of knowing they truly made a
difference in a child’s life.
The GAL program participates in community festivals, fairs and health fairs in
our circuit in order to share our program’s
need for volunteers and provide community awareness. They also strive to support children’s needs through donations
from their community outreach programs.
For more information and continuing
updates, visit their Facebook page: Florida Guardian ad Litem Program - 3rd Circuit
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